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Welcome 
Song: Come and stand before your maker  
Confession 
Credal statement: Matthew 24:42 
Kid’s talk 
Song: Jesus said that if I thirst 
Notices: kids leave (0–3s; crèche at the back, 3–11s; will be collected for Sunday School, 
11–14s; leave together for their groups immediately after the sermon finishes) 
Reading: Matthew 24:15–28 
Sermon 
Song: See him in Jerusalem 
Prayers 
Song: All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 
 

 

NOTICES 
 

New here? Do fill in this form so we can let you know what’s going on: bit.ly/10amsignup1 
 

1. Join us for Bible study: this year looking at Exodus. Thursdays at St Peter’s. 7.15–9.30pm. 
 

2. Church family lunches: today, 19 May, 16 June after the service in St Peter’s, food 
available for £4 or bring your own. 
 

3. WoW central meeting: Freedom from judgmentalism in the church, Wednesday 8 
May in St Helen’s, 9.45–11.15am. Crèche provided at St Helen's. Bring your own lunch to 
join others after the talk. Any questions, email Janet: janetmtaylor62@gmail.com. 
 

4. 10am long weekend away: join us at Ashburnham 24–27 May. Drew Balch 
speaking on the Holy Spirit. Sign up: shb.org.uk/10amLongWeekend Any 
questions, email Laura: 10am@st-helens.org.uk 
 

5. Associate scheme: interested in training for Bible teaching ministry? Why 
not apply for the associate scheme. Applications open, visit: shb.org.uk/AssociateScheme  
 

6. Current vacancies: for details: shb.org.uk/jobs 
 

7. The Bible Matters podcast: a new podcast featuring interviews and conversations with 
faithful Bible teachers all over the world. Just search The Bible Matters Podcast wherever 
you get your podcasts, or: biblematters.podbean.com 
 

Next Sunday: Drew will be speaking on Matthew 24:29–35.  
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The king will return—ready or not? 
He’s coming: what will be the signs? 
Matthew 24:15–28 
 
Introduction: Why this passage feels irrelevant to us 

 
 
 
 
1. When you see the “abomination of desolation”; run! v15–22 
cf Dan 8:13, 9:27, 11:31, 12:11. 

 
 It happened in 167BC: Josephus, Antiquities. 12.253. 1 Macc 1:54. 

 
 And again in 70AD. It was the worst of days; cf Josephus, War. 5.424–38, 6.193–213. 

 
 But it’s still NOT the end… 

 
 
2. The final end will be obvious. v23–28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application: Don’t be distracted 

 
 
 
Questions for discussion and reflection: 
▪ What difference does it make to you that the temple was destroyed in AD 70? 
▪ Why is it so easy to be distracted before the end? 
▪ How can we encourage each other not to be distracted? 
▪ What difference does it make to us that the final end will be obvious? 


